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Research background

The informal solid waste collection service in Addis Ababa has a long history;
however, it started operating in a more organized manner before the regional
government’s decision to register waste collection as government-supported micro
and small-scale enterprises (MSSEs) in 2005 ahead of the national election. This
sector contributes significantly to bridge various service gaps in the municipal solid
waste management (MSWM) of the city (Bjerkli 2013:1277-1279). The present study
was conducted in Wereda (unit of sub-city or a third administrative stratum of the
city) 09, Bole sub-city, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Research purpose
The purpose of this fieldwork was to map wholesalers of recyclable waste in the
study area and identify their roles in waste recycling.

Results/Achievements

At the research site, the overall sanitation situation of the area has deteriorated
compared to my observation in 2017 and early 2018. The house-to-house municipal
solid waste collection service in this area is rendered by share enterprise comprising
of 67 sanitation workers. This is done in contractual agreement with the Wereda
administration. Waste transportation to transfer stations for secondary collection is
supported by five donkeys and a collection truck owned by the sanitation workers.
However, in many transfer stations in the area, it was observed that waste
accumulated over several days, causing an unpleasant smell. These transfer sites are
also used as segregation points since, most of the time, mixed waste is collected from
households and then segregated at transfer stations.

The segregated solid waste is sold to wholesalers in the area, who are often
called Diza Bet. These wholesalers can be registered legally, or they may simply
work informally. However, their activities in both cases are similar. These local
shops are widely known by itinerant junk buyers by the local name Koraliyos,



sanitation workers. The Diza Bet play an important role by purchasing different
kinds of recyclable items based on market demand. There are six shops of this type
in different parts of Wereda 09. The large and well-known ones have better
connections with factories and shops in Merkato (the largest open market in the city
and Africa)and tend to offer good prices. Accordingly, the small Diza Bet take their
items and sell them to the nearby Diza Bet. In conclusion, the development of this
recyclable material chain could potentially bridge the gap in motivating the
segregation of waste at the source and financially support the provision of services.

Plans for further research

Based on the findings of this study, the author would like to scale up similar
research in other parts of the city and identify the existing situation for possible
generalization of the city-level trend.
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Photo 1 Scattered solid waste at one of the transfer stations in the research area

Photo 2 Collected solid waste and a metal container placed next to the waste collection
platform



