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The Imagination of Growing Land:
The dynamics of accretion and abrasion for peasant families in the Comal Estuary

Agung Wicaksono®
Key Words: Comal estuary, Accretion, Abrasion, Land transfer

Research background

The accretion and abrasion of river estuaries are natural phenomena. However, another variable could
also influence the rate of accretion and abrasion. In Comal Estuary, the high political-economic pressure since
the early 19th century, is mainly due to deforestation for plantations that have accelerated the accretion and
resulted in about 1,892 hectares of land in the estuary. In a very densely populated area such as Java, such
phenomena enabled the landless to change their fate, and to become landowners. In fact, this was prevented
by the colonial government through their claim to those new lands and concessions were made to plantations.
However, the early postcolonial government seemed less interested in those new lands as they had to manage
the nationalisation of foreign plantations and political turbulence. The lack of interest shown by the
postcolonial government was easily inferred from their incapability to produce law that managed ‘emerged’
accretion land. Furthermore, how were those new lands being managed or distributed?

Research purpose and aim

The previous studies explain that there were three points that enabled the landless to become landowners:
land availability, pro-poor government policy, and farmer’s capability to retain their land against their
willingness to sell it either for market-driven or personal reasons. This research attempts to find other variables

that influence rapid land transfer in the Comal Estuary.

Results and achievements by fieldwork

a. Since the early 20th century, accretion of the Comal river has reached to almost 1,892 hectares (Map
1).

b. In the last fifteen years, some coastline in the Comal Estuary has dealt with abrasion (Map 2).

€. The market drive and farmers willingness to sell those new lands were not the main reason for the
rapid transfer. Until the 1970s, the landowners sold those lands owing to their imagining that unlimited
new lands would become available because of the massive accretion.

d. After the boom oil in the 1980s, the New Order regime was inclined to become pro-industry and the
effect was to force the farmers in the Comal Estuary to sell their lands to the big corporations for
shrimp cultivation.

e. Based on my interviews, 40% of those new lands were being held by less than 5% of Trukosari’s

3 Year: 2016. Place of Fieldwork: Indonesia.



people. The process of that land transfer has excluded more people in the Comal Estuary from those

new lands and effectively produced a larger landless.

Implications and impacts on future research

BPS [2015] reports that the rural Gini index in Indonesia is quite low at about 0.33 whereas the studies
from the New Order regime have shown that inequality rose in that period. Is the low Gini index in rural
Indonesia today a result of the boom of the middle class numbers in Indonesia as the World Bank and Asian
Development Bank report, or it just a statistical gimmick? By analysing the process of land transfer and its

accumulation in the Comal Estuary, a much clearer explanation about the rural economy can be identified.

- g . AT

Map 2 Accretion and abrasion in the Comal Estuary between 2000 and 2009
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A Study of Commune Councillors in Contemporary Cambodia

Te Monyrotha®
Key Words: Gender, Local leaders, Commune election

Research background

Cambodia’s government introduced its democratic decentralization policy in 2001. As a part of this policy,
commune elections have been held in the country since 2002. Commune elections are direct elections held
once every five years to elect commune councillors. From the perspective of gender, the practice has introduced
a new trend in the composition of bodies of local leaders: many women are now engaged in local politics, and
the number of women serving as commune councillors has increased. In contrast, the number of women
representatives in the National Assembly has decreased. This suggests that studying the profiles of women
commune councillors will deepen our understanding of the changing gender situation of women in Cambodian

society, as well as the dynamics of Cambodia’s local politics.

Research purpose and aim

This research focused on women commune councillors in Cambodia’s Kandal Province. Kandal Province
is adjacent to the capital city, Phnom Penh, and has the largest number of women commune chiefs among the
24 municipal and provincial administrations in Cambodia. The study assessed not only female councillors but
also male councillors for the purposes of comparison. Finally, interviews were conducted with 23 commune
chiefs, 20 first deputy chiefs, and 15 second deputies.

Results and achievements of fieldwork

Before commencing the research, the author sought permission to conduct the interviews from the Kandal
provincial government. The author then arranged to visit commune councillors based on the information
received from the provincial government, but the interviews did not go on smoothly due to their conveniences.
The interviews were conducted at local commune halls in most cases, but a few were conducted at the local
offices or homes of Cambodian People’s Party members. The interviews covered their basic backgrounds,

working experiences, etc.

Implications and impacts on future research

In conducting this research, the author collected data for studying commune councillors in contemporary
Cambodia. It is expected that the analysis of this data in the days ahead will uncover a series of interesting
issues related to gender and local political dynamics in Cambodia, such as how the participation of women in
local politics differs from that of men.

6 Year: 2016. Location of Fieldwork: Cambodia.
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Photo 1 Kandal Province Hall Photo 2 Kompong Luong Commune Hall,

Ponhea Lueu District, Kandal Province

o i S S e T Py

Photo 3  The ferryboat, Kaoh Thum District, Kandal Province
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Medicalization of Midwifery among Ethnic Minorities in Vietnam

Nguyen Thi Le®®
Key Words: Medicalization, Midwifery, Ethnic minority

Research background

In Vietnam, reproductive health in general, and the healthcare of birthing mothers in particular, is an
important issue in terms of the developmental goals of nations, and one to which governments have been
paying more and more attention. Improving reproductive health care for women was both a Millennium
Development Goal (MDGs) of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) as well as of Vietnam
between 2000 and 2015. Since the International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, and in
response to the MDGs, the Vietnamese government has increased its efforts to improve on and eventually
resolve this issue. In 2000, the Government approved the National Strategy on Population and Reproductive
Health Care in 2001-2010, followed by the National Strategy on Population and Reproductive Health Care
in 2011-2020 in 2010, together with which various relevant policies were issued. The core of this strategy is
to gradually replace traditional practices in midwifery and childbirth among ethnic minorities with the modern
model of the Kinh people (the majority), to achieve good reproductive health care. Such policies and
programmes change the ways of giving birth and reproductive health care step-by-step in target communes;
the process is known as ‘medicalization’. However, indicators of reproductive healthcare in mountainous
regions, where most ethnic minorities reside, reveal persistently low standards of living and slow improvement
for many reasons. The implementation and effectiveness of government policies remain matters for discussion.

Research purpose and aim
This study aims to investigate the medicalization of birthing methods among ethnic minorities in Vietnam
to understand a process that is also prevalent globally. Furthermore, it will endeavour to determine an effective

way to improve reproductive healthcare for women from ethnic minorities from an anthropological perspective.

Results and achievement of fieldwork

For the research, we carried out fieldwork for one year, from September 2015 to October 2016. Most of
my time during my earlier trips was spent mainly on building relationships with the people in the field,
observing their lives, and especially their activities during childbirth. In this visit, I focused on conducting a
questionnaire survey with 70 women who had experienced childbirth in Malung village or Phocao village at
least once. In addition, I also carried out in-depth-interviews and observed an educated midwife in Phocao

village.

10 Year: 2016. Place of Fieldwork: Vietnam.
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Implications and impact on future research

The data I collected allow me to combine quantitative and qualitative research methods to find out the
answers for my research questions. I expect to have a statistical overview of the situation of giving birth in the
village after analysing the questionnaires, and the observations and in-depth-interviews with midwives will be
good case studies for my research.

Photo 3 Educated midwife in Phocao village Photo 4 Women in Phocao village
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Heritage Preservation and Tourism Development in the Ancient Villages of Vietnam

Sabina Choshen®?

Key Words: Ancient villages in Vietnam, Heritage preservation, Ancient houses, Heritage tourism
development

Research background

My research is related to heritage preservation and tourism development in the ancient villages
of Vietnam and Japan. In Japan, heritage preservation in the old villages in Kiso Valley, such as
Tsumago and Magome, began at the end of the 1960s, initiated by the local residents' elite. In
Vietnam, heritage preservation of ancient villages begun only recently, during the 2000s, following
a central government decision and ample assistance from Japanese experts, especially for the
conservation of selected intangible heritage, and tangible assets such as traditional folk houses,
village communal houses, and temples.

Research purpose and aim

In my Ph.D. thesis, | aim to compare the motivation of local residents in the ancient villages of
Japan and Vietnam to participate in tourism development in the village and their efforts to preserve
its communal and private historical heritage, that is, its folk houses and the ancient landscape of the
village. During my fieldwork, I also aimed to meet as many Vietnamese researchers and officials
who could assist me with obtaining relevant literature and information on Vietnam's ancient villages
as | possibly could.

Results and achievements of the fieldwork

In addition to interviewing Vietnamese researchers and government officials who were
involved in the projects in Duong Lam and Phuoc Tich villages and provided me with relevant data
and literature, I conducted semi-structured interviews with local residents, assisted by Vietnamese
interpreters. Since this was not my first experience conducting interviews in the villages, | mostly
tried to reach out to the representatives of the local population with whom | had not spoken during
previous surveys. The results of the surveys proved there existed a deeper complexity in the local
population’s attitudes towards heritage preservation and tourism development in the villages than |
had expected previously.

| came to recognize more clearly that there are various groups of residents in both villages
who have different interests in and approaches to these issues. In both villages, only a few families
are being directly benefited and are particularly satisfied with the tourism development and heritage
preservation activities. | have also realized that the weak relationship between the local residents
and local authorities plays a significant role in the residents' uncaring attitude in these matters.

12 Year: 2012. Place of Fieldwork: Vietnam.
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Implications and impacts on future research

Following the development of my understanding of the complexity of local residents'
attitudes to heritage preservation and tourism development in their village, | realized that it is
impossible to generalize a village community as one group, even in such a small village as Phuoc
Tich, with fewer than 300 residents. Therefore, community involvement can only be studied
separately for various sections of the population. It seems that the increased involvement in
tourism development projects by the local authorities could encourage more significant involvement
amongst the various groups of the residents. In light of the reluctance of the local population to
engage in heritage preservation and tourism development, the question “heritage preservation for
whom?” remains up in the air..

Ancient gate and outer wall of one of the restored
temples in Duong Lam Village (December 2016)

Traditional garden in front of one of the

ancient houses in Duong Lam Village
(December 2016)

Many of the local elderly residents in Duong Lam still
have a harmful centuries-old betel-nut-chewing habit,
easily identifiable by their red-stained lips and teeth
(December 2016)
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Small temple on the banks of O Lau river which is

surrounding Phuoc Tich village (December 2016)

(January 2017)
Phuoc Tich has been famous for being a pottery

village since its foundation in the fifteenth
century, and for producing pottery for the
emperors of Nguyen Dynasty in Hue. I
interviewed an elderly woman who had dedicated
many years to pottery production in the village
when she was young. She has kindly displayed
several traditional pottery products which she

keeps at home.

A scene from everyday life in Phuoc Tich Village
(January 2017)

Modern pottery production in Phuoc Tich village
(January 2017)

Since 2006, there has been an attempt to revive the

pottery industry in the village. However, traditional
pottery can be sold only during the handicraft
festival which is held in Hue only once in two years,
and modern pottery in Phuoc Tich is produced

routinely by only one local potter.
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Political Activism and the ‘Events’ of Bersih 2.0 (2011/12)

Boon Kia Meng*®
Key Words: Activism, Identity, Social movement, Modernization, Subjectivity

Research background

Malaysian politics and social activism has undergone significant changes since the “political tsunami”
of 2008, when the ruling party, United Malays National Organization (UMNO), hung on to power in spite of
losing five state governments as well as its customary two-thirds majority in parliament. This coincided with
an upsurge in social protest among Malaysian citizens, particularly the Bersih movement (Coalition for Free
and Fair Elections), which drew tens of thousands (some even estimate hundreds of thousands) to the streets,
especially in 2011 and 2012.

Research purpose and aim

My research focuses on certain Malaysian political activists, tracing their social backgrounds and life
paths, and analyzing their respective cultural/artistic works and writings, in order to examine the question of
post-developmental Malaysian subjects. Much of the scholarship in this field has concentrated on the social
impact of developmentalist economics and modernization on Malay/sian identity. Through my case studies, I
want to examine how particular activists negotiate the process of subjectivization within the context techniques
of governmentality by the state in terms of law and discipline, as well as forms of social control in
contemporary Malaysia.

Results of the fieldwork

During my fieldwork, I conducted supplementary interviews with 10 activists/artists/writers of my target
demographic, spending many hours in getting the required data for the narrative and discourse analyses. I have
obtained the necessary information to describe the social settings and networks among activist circles in Kuala
Lumpur that were crucial for the events of Bersih 2.0 in 2011 and 2012.

Implications and impacts on future research

Overall, my fieldwork experiences and data collection has enabled me to refine my research questions
and write the various chapters of my dissertation. Based on my findings, I found it necessary to re-articulate
my main research question, which sought to assess the tensions and contradictions between identity politics

and subject-formation in terms of becoming, multiplicities, and collective assemblages.

13 Year: 2013. Place of Fieldwork: Malaysia.

28



Photo 1  Dataran Merdeka, Kuala Lumpur, Photo 2 A. Samad Said (left), Malaysian
December 2016 National Laureate (poet/novelist) at a

book launch in Petaling Jaya,
December 2016

1

Photo 3 Adam Adli (right), a key political
activist in the Bersih 2.0 events of 2011-
12, pictured with the researcher, Penang,
December 2016
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Patterns in Livelihood and Educational Problems in the Local Society of Kokang, in
the Northern Shan Highlands on the border between Myanmar and China

Pingyuan GU%

Key Words: Ethnic group, Education, Critical pedagogy, Myanmar-China border

This study aims to examine the patterns in livelihoods and educational problems of younger Kokang
people. It is mainly concerned with promoting socioeconomic security and focuses on the formation of a
Myanmar-China borderland ethnic group from the perspective of critical border pedagogy.

The Kokang ethnic identity on the Myanmar-China frontier has been regarded as a manipulation between
local political elites and the Myanmar government, yet the problems with Kokang ethnic education and its
influences on people’s livelihoods have not been studied. Previous studies estimate that a considerable amount
of young people, or those born after 1980, prefers working on trans-border business rather than pursuing higher
education. This is not only because of the industry’s geographic access, but also because of the potential
economic interests, such as jade mining, logistics, gambling, and hospitality services. Many middle school
graduates, who learned both the Kokang language and Chinese, give up their opportunity for higher education
in order to make money and enrich their poor extended families as soon as possible. Picture 1 shows a young
girl who returned home for the traditional Kokang New Year’s celebration.

Since 2016, the Myanmar government has gradually approved Kokang-language education in the Lashio
area. The area’s oldest Kokang-language school was recently affirmed by the official education system, thanks
to its work preserving ethnic culture. Photo 2 shows the school’s 50th anniversary celebration. There are,
however, several problems with this schooling system, which result in chaotic phenomenon during school and
after graduation: 1) teachers’ inadequate qualification; 2) an imbalance between the number of schools and
number of students who are expected to pursue further study after high school; and 3) curricular problems
caused by the use of Taiwanese and Mainland Chinese textbooks, without sufficiently adapting the curriculum
to the local frontier environment.

Critical pedagogical consideration of these “borderland humanities” raises the discussion of the multi-
functional character of Kokang ethnic/cultural education. Schooled knowledge is presented under a protective
label: the “Kokang,” which forms this group’s relationship with the cultural symbols of Chinese immigrants.
This type of protectiveness extended to become a political shuttle for relatively new Chinese immigrants as
they assimilate themselves into the Kokang community. Photo 3 shows the label “Kokang” being applied to a
school event via traditional Kokang dance-singing (da-ge). Finally, the following questions should be asked:
Can Kokang cultural education become a new type of education that differs from those in the lowland central

part of Myanmar, Mainland China, and Taiwan?

14 Year: 2013. Place of Fieldwork: Myanmar.
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Double Burden of Obesity and Undernutrition in Central Uganda

Seera Georgina®®

Key Words: Body mass index (BMI), Body size, Underweight, Normal weight, Overweight, Obese, Just
right, Too big, Too small, Older women, Younger women

Research background

Uganda is faced with a double burden of malnutrition—the increasing co-existence of obesity and
malnutrition in communities across the country. The 2006 Uganda Demographic and Health Survey (UDHS)
revealed higher levels of overweight among women living in urban centres (35%) as well as in many rural
areas of Western and Central regions [Government of Uganda 2011]. There were large differentials across
background characteristics in women assessed as undernourished and overweight, such as age, rural/urban
location, education and income levels [Uganda Bureau of Statistics 2006].

Research purpose and aim

The objective of this study was to explore the underlying factors in the variation of observed characteristics
in women of various body sizes and shapes in Uganda. I visited a village in Mukono Town, Central Uganda.
Mukono municipality is the sixth largest urban centre in Uganda. Most people are literate and engaged in
income-generating activities outside the home. I resided there for 50 days, from 3 August to 21 September,
2016. I interacted with 100 women in their homes and places of work. I observed their daily lives and
conducted in-depth interviews on self-perception of body size and shape, as well as measuring their body mass
index using the Body Composition Meter Inner Scan Voice (model BC-202, Tanita, Arlington Heights, IL).
Body size was classified per the World Health Organization (WHO) international classification of underweight
(<18.5 kg/m?), normal (18.5-24.99 kg/m?), overweight (25-29.99 kg/m?) and obese (>30 kg/m?). Women were
grouped into younger women (<30 years of age) and older women (>30 years of age), following the
categorisation of UBOS (2006).

Results and achievements by fieldwork

The mean BMI in the group was 26 kg/m?* Of the 100 women, 3% were underweight, 52% were normal-
weight, and 45% were overweight/obese (20% were overweight and 25% were obese). The women identified
their body size as too small (34%), too big (25%), or just right (41%). Most of those who felt their body size
was too small (81%) had a normal weight (Photo 1). Many of those who felt they were too big (60%) were
indeed obese (Photo 2 and Photo 3). Among the younger women, many of those who felt they were just right
(64%) did indeed have a normal weight (Photo 4), whereas many of the older women who felt their size was
just right (67%) were overweight (Photo 5).

Implications and impact on future research

16 Year: 2016. Place of Fieldwork: Uganda.
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This fieldwork provided insight into the differences between the local self-perceptions of body size and
the global standard. It also demonstrated that increases in body size with age could be related to individual
preferences. I will continue to examine the relationship between body size and age, and other sociocultural and
biological factors.

Photo 1 (left) An older woman who felt she was too small and had a normal weight.
Photo 2 (right) A younger woman who felt she was too big and had a BMI categorized as obese

Photo 3 (left) An older woman who felt she was too big and had a BMI categorized as obese
Photo 4 (center) A young woman who felt her body size was just right and had a normal weight
Photo 5 (right) An older woman who felt her body size was just right and was overweight
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Decline, Recovery and Urban Ecology:
A study of Temple Tanks and Ponds in Varanasi city, North India

Gogate Mahesh Madhav®
Key Words: Ecosystem, Water bodies, Urban cities, Water conservation

Research background

Recent studies reveal that ponds and lakes in urban areas contribute significantly to biodiversity at various
levels and at different scales. Water bodies offer space for urban nature, contribute to the appearance of the
city, influence the microclimate and provide habitats for aquatic plants and animals. The map of Varanasi city,
prepared in 1822 indicates more than 8xxcO water bodies. Currently, various surveys indicate, around 50
existing water bodies, which face various problems such as garbage disposal, encroachment, and the inflow of

untreated water.

Research purpose and aim

The primary purpose of the fieldwork was to conduct qualitative and quantitative studies and spatial
analysis of temple tanks and ponds, observe the flora and fauna surrounding water bodies and study other
aspects including historical maps and special features of the waterbodies. Furthermore, I wanted to physically
map existing temple tanks and ponds between the rivers Varana in the north, river Ganga in the east and Asi
in the south. The primary aim of the research was to understand conditions and assess the situation through the
final fieldwork conducted in February 2016 (summer season).

Results and achievements of the fieldwork

The important outcome of the fieldwork was observing the variations in the water levels of ponds and
lakes during the rainy season. The fieldwork was conducted in August and September 2016, when many parts
of the city witnessed floods and water logging. Another primary observation was that, those waterbodies with
natural boundaries and no manmade steps, walls or other forms of structure are more vulnerable to
encroachment and garbage problems that affect their dimensions. I also conducted interviews with local
administration staff regarding revival policies and corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives, and
discussed with NGO activists and residents regarding perception of existing water bodies. By using a GPS
device I attempted to map some of the existing ponds and import the data to Google Earth Pro to obtain
topographical information and locations on the map. The study on garbage collection and waste collection

agencies will also provide insights into the reasons these ponds and lakes are misused and disused.

Implications and impacts on future research
This fieldwork will enhance basic understanding of water bodies, their ecological potential and the
various levels of threats due to a growing population, hasty urban planning, and other issues encountered by

local administration.

35 Year: 2016. Place of Fieldwork: India.
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Photo 1 Lakshmi Kunda (stepped water tank), Photo 2  Laat Bhairav Kunda (stepped water

Varanasi tank), Varanasi
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Photo 3 Clean Drinking Water ATM Centre,

Varanasi
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Role of Rubber Smallholders’ cooperatives in Development of Rubber Smallholders
and Rubber Industry in Thailand

Suttipong Angthong®®
Key Words: Rubber smallholder, Rubber smallholders’ cooperatives

Research background

In Thailand, rubber plantations have been dominated by the smallholder sector. With a small operational
unit, smallholders are unable to maintain the rubber quality that is required to meet the international standards.
In 1992, in order to meet such standards, the government of Thailand initiated a policy that aimed to organise
rubber smallholders into cooperatives. In view of this, the government granted smallholders permission to run
rubber smoking factories in order to maintain quality of the rubber product and to realize the economies of
scale in production. Meanwhile, in recent years, in response to the rapid fall in rubber prices, some cooperatives
have tried to break through the difficult situation by establishing new rubber-related businesses.

Research purpose and aim

The main objective of this study is to investigate the new initiatives taken by some rubber smallholders’
cooperatives. Fieldwork was conducted in three provinces, namely Bueng Kan, Trang, and Chumphon, by
interviewing 48 cooperative members, 6 directors on boards of cooperatives, 3 rubber traders, and some
government agencies related to the rubber industry.

Results and achievements by fieldwork

The general characteristics of the interviewed rubber smallholders were as follows: 56% of the
cooperatives members were male falling in the age group of 41-60 years, and with primary school education.
More than half of them had rubber plantations ranging from 2 to 20 rai. It was found that there are four factors
affecting the choice of sales of either latex or unsmoked sheets (USS) — tapper preference, skill of labour, cash
flow of smallholders, and capital/equipment used in producing USS. A shortage of tapping labour was observed
in Trang and Chumphon, while no labour shortage was found in Bueng Kan. The new initiative found in case
of some rubber smallholders’ cooperatives was the rubber pillow business. These entrepreneurs used rubber
latex as raw material to produce natural rubber pillows. In terms of the sources of capital for establishing the
rubber pillow factory, in Bueng Kann, investment fund was accumulated from 11 rubber smallholders’
cooperatives. In contrast, the rubber smallholders’ cooperative in Trang and Chumphon were supported by the
local government for the purchase of rubber pillow machines. Evidently, it was found that although the
cooperatives introduced the rubber pillow business at the same time, the performance of each cooperative was
significantly different.

39 Year: 2016. Place of Fieldwork: Thailand.
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Implications and impacts on future research

The study revealed that there was a major difference in the performance among cooperatives. From this
viewpoint, factors affecting the performance of the cooperatives will have to be investigated further in future
research.

Photo 1  Rubber pillows factory Photo 2 Rubber pillow

Photo 3  High-quality ribbed smoked sheet
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Land-use Change and Livelihood Transition in Ruili City, Yunnan Province, China

Xiaobo Hua*

Key Words: Cash crop diversification, Livelihood strategy, China-Myanmar border land,

Yunnan province

Research background

Land-use change is an advisable pointcut for studying natural and humane processes. Environmental
changes at the global and regional levels are influenced by land use and land cover change. How to employ a
synthesised approach to understand the processes, explanations, and effects of land-use change has received
considerable attention. To integrate the drivers and feedback related to human activities and land use,
livelihood as a perspective has been adopted for micro-level land-use studies in recent years. Interactions
between different places are increasingly influential, such as international trade and cross-border investments,
often leading to unexpected outcomes. Therefore, paying more attention to the impacts of interactions in
multiple places becomes increasingly important.

Research purpose and aim
The major goal of this study is to establish a paradigm and explore the mechanism of land-use change
and livelihood transition as a driver-feedback coupled system, given the influences of socioeconomic and

environmental changes in the rapidly developing China-ASEAN border area.

Results and achievements from fieldwork

I chose Xiamakandi Village in Mengxiu Township as my study area for the first fieldwork. First, I
conducted household surveys in the study area for about 40 days, from 13" August to 24™ September 2016. In
total, 55 valid samples were obtained. Second, I conducted four key informant interviews with the former
village head, the retired official of the township government, one skilled farmer from a large farm, and the
head of a specialised cooperative, respectively. Third, I visited most of the land plots to identify the crop
patterns in order to draw a map using a geographical information system (GIS).

The preliminary findings show the following: (1) the majority of paddy fields have been converted to dry
land, subject to the expansion of sugarcane; (2) the emergence and expansion of new cash crops, mainly lemons
and dendrobes, have created competition and diversification in land use, thus stimulating the demand for land
rental from nearby ethnic villages with large holdings of farmland; (3) the increase of cheap labour forces from
Myanmar also contributes to land-use decisions by small landholders; and (4) with the unstable market prices
of cash crops and substitutions for labour forces, areas producing cash crops with relatively high price risks

may decrease.

40 Year: 2016. Place of Fieldwork: China.
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Implications and impact on future research

Based on my fieldwork, I understand the basic situation regarding land use and rural livelihood on the
Chinese side of the China-Myanmar border; further, I have obtained some useful data and documents for
further study. These findings will contribute to my next in-depth fieldwork and PhD dissertation.

Photo 1  Crop pattern in study area
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Revitalisation of the Islamic Endowment (Wagf) for Poverty, and Income Inequality
in Malaysia

Nur Izzati Binti Mohamad Norzilan*
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Research background

The purpose of this field research is to obtain a clear picture of the current situation in Malaysia on wagf
(the Islamic endowment). Malaysia is struggling to resolve issues of poverty and income inequality. However,
the current wagf practice in Malaysia is the best solution for solving these problems. Wagf is a form of
charitable fund, which was prevalent throughout the majority of the Islamic world in the pre-modern era, and
played an important role in the Islamic economy and society. Malaysia is now focusing on the revitalisation of
wagf as one of the promising methods of resolving the problem. Yet there are many issues that need to be
resolved in terms of its practice, and research on it. Thus, the fieldwork helped me to extend an understanding
of the crucial issues regarding wagf practices in Malaysia and also provided an opportunity to develop and

improve the contents of my research.

Research Purpose and Aim

There are three main purposes for this fieldwork of which the first is to study the literature of wagf (Islamic
endowment) in Malaysia from its practices and academic research. In order to get a clear picture regarding
wagf practices, I decided to collect the literature and information from the wagf and academic institutions. The
second purpose of this fieldwork is to explore the possible measurements of wagf asset development by the
wagqf organisations to reduce poverty and income inequality. The third is to investigate the strategies and

methods used by the wagf organisations in practice settings.

Results and Achievements of Fieldwork
For this fieldwork, I was able to visit
Country: Malaysia
Duration: 45 Days (17 August—28 September 2016)
Places visited during fieldwork:
1. Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM)
2. Universiti Malaya (UM)
3. Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM)
4. Federal Territory Kuala Lumpur Islamic Religious Council (MAWIP)
5. Perak Islamic Religious Council (MAIPK)
6. JAWHAR (Department of Waqf, Hajj, and Zakat)
7. Yayasan Wakaf Malaysia (YWM)

4 Year: 2016.Place of Fieldwork: Malaysia.
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8. Johor Corporation (Kumpulan Wakaf An-Nur)

This fieldwork has given me an opportunity to visit several institutions, such as the wagf institutions in
Malaysia. For the academic institutions such as Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Universiti Sains
Islam Malaysia (USIM), and Universiti Malaya (UM), I was able to collect some literature for an overview of
wagf in Malaysia. Other than that, the visit allowed me to visit the State Islamic Religious Council (SIRC).
SIRC is the body that is responsible for managing wagf assets. Through the visit to SIRC, I was able to gain
an overview of the roles and practices of the wagf institutions in Malaysia, and particularly the management
and the operation of wagf in each state. The interviews with the staff of Majlis Agama Islam Wilayah
Persekutuan and Majlis Agama Islam Negeri Perak have given me an insight into the practice of wagf in both
states. Both institutions have their own ways of managing and operating their institutions. Both have also
developed a different legal framework for the practice of wagf. The SIRC staff has also indicated their
prospective projects in the future and their plans to raise funds for the development of a project in their state.

My visit to the Waqf, Zakat and Hajj Department (JAWHAR) and Yayasan Wakaf Malaysia (YWM)
allowed me to see and collect literature on their wagf assets project for the past few years. To improve the
assets of wagf, JAWHAR provided funds for the project in the places that have potential to enhance the
economy. JAWHAR has striven in their efforts to develop the wagf asset all over Malaysia in many ways. They
also have expanded their efforts by collaborating with the SIRC to develop the potential assets.

This research has helped me to identify some variables for the study. Other than that, it will also help in
exploring the perceptions, experiences, and opinions of the waqf expertise in Malaysia, such as Yayasan Waqf
Malaysia and JAWHAR. Each of the wagf institution in Malaysia have their own setting in order to develop
their own wagqf asset which convince us that the structure of wagf in Malaysia are more divergence. This
fieldwork helped me to identify the actual practices of the wagf institution, as each of the SIRCs have their
own method and structure for developing their own wagf assets. Even though the government of Malaysia is
currently trying to promote the convergence and harmonisation of the development of wagf'structures through

YWM, it is apparent that each state has their own preferences in developing wagf assets.
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Photo 1 17 August—24 August 2016: Literature survey in Tun Sri
Lanang Library, UKM

Photo 2  Attending the Conference on Islamic Economics and
Finance at IAIS, Universiti Malaysia (25 August 2016)

CREASING AWARENESS
NS AQF FOR EDUCATION

™

Photo 3  Attending the Seminar by Perak Islamic Photo 4 With my counterpart, Dr. Muhammad
Religious Council: MAIPK (6 September Hakimi Mohd Shafiai (28 September
2016) 2016)
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