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Management of Acacia catechu Forest for Cutch Production
in Saw Township, Magway Region, Myanmar

Wai Phyoe Maung

Enrollment year: 2018

Country visited: Myanmar

Research period: 02/08/2019 to 20/09/2019

Keywords: Local People, Cutch, Acacia catechu forest

Research background

Acacia catechu (Sha) forests are the primary sources for cutch production. Cutch is a non-timber
forest product rich in tannin extracted from the heartwood of A. catechu trees and mainly used for
tanning and dyeing. Since colonial times, cutch production has been regulated by the government,
which sets limits on the girth of trees that can be harvested. However, history has revealed conflicts

between the government and local people over cutch production.

Research purpose
The purpose of this study was to investigate the sustainability of Sha forest management for
cutch production through vegetation and social surveys. Vegetation surveys were conducted in seven A.

catechu reserved forests where harvests were allowed in different years.

Results/Achievements

The two most common anthropogenic disturbances to the forest were found to be fire and
logging. A. catechu seedlings were observed to be vulnerable to the effects of fire. All A. catechu
seedlings under 2 m height were found with fire marks. Logging was carried out not only to harvest
cutch (36% of total stumps) but also for other purposes. Different tree sizes were harvested for various
purposes, ranging from fuelwood to construction, and at different scales, ranging from subsistence to
commercial. Harvesting of A. catechu trees for cutch production was based on two diameter limits;
local diameter limit (LDL) 15 cm and official diameter limit (ODL) 30 cm. LDL is the size of the trees
after attainment of significant amounts of heartwood. There were not many trees larger than the ODL,
but numerous trees were larger than the LDL. The local system of harvesting for cutch was based on
a stem diameter that would provide enough heartwood. Only 5 % of the harvested stumps were found
to be within ODL. We found that the forest understory was affected by surface fire, many trees above
the LDL were present, and A. catechu forests were utilised not only for cutch but also for fuelwood
and other purposes. Despite fire and logging, the forest structure still seems to be able to meet various
local needs. Poor farmers are more likely to be involved in cutch production, which contributes to
the village economy. We conclude that cutch production in Sha forests could be sustainable if fire

management, along with conservation and reforestation measures, were included in the management



regime.

Plan for further research

Current research focuses on managing A. catechu forests for cutch production in central
Myanmar. One of the findings is that the forests are utilised not only for cutch but also for wood fuel
(fuelwood + charcoal) purposes. In the future, we will focus on biomass estimation and charcoal
production of dry forest tree species in central Myanmar.



Photo 1: Acacia catechu bearing forest, Saw township




The Making of the Army’s Dignity in Siam in the 1900s-1920s

Pattarat Phantprasit

Enrollment year: 2018

Country visited: Thailand

Research period: 02/08/2019 to 31/01/2020

Keywords: military history, ideology, Thai studies, Thai army

Research background

Research on the Thai army has tended to examine its evolution from a narrowly political
perspective. By contrast, this study adopts historical and ideological approach. The study begins
by exploring the establishment of the Thai army in the late nineteenth century and examines its
development between the 1900s and 1920s by focusing on one of its key values: dignity. This study
will broaden the current academic boundaries and provide a more comprehensive account of the Thai
army.

Research purpose

-To understand how the dignity of the army was established and transformed from the 1900s- to
the 1920s

-To understand the development of the Thai army over this period from a historical and
ideological perspective.

Results/Achievements

During my six months of fieldwork, I visited the National Archives of Thailand, the National
Library of Thailand, and the Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy Library. | collected documents
on the Thai army, its regulations, and court martial records, as well as relevant textbooks, newspapers,
and military journals.

This research suggests that the concept of dignity in the Siamese army involved ideas such as
loyalty to the king, superiority over civilians, and solidarity within the army. The major findings from
my archival and library research are as follows. First, private letters of kings during the first three
decades of the twentieth century demonstrate that every monarch in that period recognized a need to
create a strong bond between the army and the monarchy, since the army posed a potential ‘danger’ to
the throne. Moreover, the creation of an oath-taking ceremony and numerous kings’ speeches to the
army confirm how the elites instilled and reinforced the idea of loyalty in soldiers’ minds. Second, my
research on military drills and lessons recorded in the military journals—Yuttagot and Sena Suksa—
reveal that these effectively functioned as a rite of passage that turn a man into a model citizen.

Undeniably, after months of both physical training and academic study, soldiers thought of themselves



as a superior group to the defenseless and less-educated civilians. Lastly, several significant books
were written in the 1920s, including History of the 4™ Infantry Regiment (1921) and History of the 1*
Infantry Battalion the King’s own 1% Infantry Regiment (1921). These two books were printed several
times, reinforcing institutional pride and the solidarity of soldiers. Overall, it can be concluded that
these three concepts were fundamental in shaping the dignity of the Siamese army from the 1900s to
the 1920s.

Plans for further research

More historical evidence concerning the administration of and conflicts within the army, as well
as records of court-martial, are necessary to develop and expand this research. To this end, | plan to
return to the National Archives of Thailand and visit the Naval Education Department Library.



Photo 1: The National Archives of Thailand. As photography inside the office is not allowed,
visitors can only take a picture outside the building.

Photo 2: Some textbooks for cadet students in the early twentieth century, housed in the
Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy Library.



The Japan-China Development Assistance Competition in Thailand

Shapira Shir Nicolle

Enrollment year: 2017

Country visited: Thailand

Research period: 13/01/2020 to 02/02/2020

Keywords: Japan, China, Thailand, Development Assistance, International Relations

Research background

Japan has been providing development assistance to Southeast Asian countries for several
decades. In the recent decade China has risen as a new actor in the field of development assistance,
especially since 2013 (the announcement of the Belt and Road Initiative), which has led to
competition between the two countries.*

I chose Thailand as a case study because of its peculiar situation: China is helping to develop a
high-speed railway (HSR) system between Bangkok and Nong-Khai, and Japan is helping with the
development of an HSR between Bangkok and Chiang-Mai. Therefore, it is possible to examine the
attitudes and opinions of Thailand, Japan, and, to a certain degree, China with respect to each other,
and learn how each country is operating to promote its objectives.

Research purpose

In this research, I aimed to interview Japanese and Thai government officials and scholars to
understand the position of each country regarding the HSR projects within Thailand, and regarding
each other. | also aimed to investigate the stage at which each HSR project is in and understand its
prospects.

Results/Achievements

With the help of the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Asian Studies
Institution at Chulalongkorn University, I was able to meet Japanese and Thai government officials
and Thai scholars. By interviewing them, | was able to assess the stage at which each HSR project is
in currently—the Chinese project is under agreement with construction moving very slowly, and the
Japanese project is under negotiations.

According to interviews with Thai officials, Thailand is trying to carefully balance Japan and
China, without making any of the two powers feel like the other is getting more. Thailand shoulders
the entire payment for the Nong-Khai project and was hoping for co-investment from Japan for the

1 Shimomura, Yasutami. 2017. The Development Cooperation Paradigm under the “New Partnership”
and Its Implications for Japan’s Aid. In André Asplund and Marie Soderberg eds., Japanese Development
Cooperation: The Making of an Aid Architecture Pivoting to Asia. New York: Routledge, pp. 57-71.



Chiang-Mai project; however, Japan is aiming for a loan and not a co-investment.

Thai scholars and experts questioned the necessity of both HSR projects and expressed the need
for core technology knowledge transfer.
The findings show that the Japanese HSR project may not progress and that the first HSR operating in
Southeast Asia may be Chinese.

Plans for further research
Since I faced difficulties when trying to contact Chinese government officials, I hope I will be
able to interview them and get their perspective in future field work. I also plan to further interview

government officials to enhance my understanding of their positions and views.

References
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Figure 1: Planned major HSR projects in Thailand.
Image source: Nikkei

Photo 1: Construction of new Bang-Sue Station supported by JICA. According to current plans,
Bang-Sue will also be the site for the Shinkansen station in Bangkok.
Image source: Shapira Shir
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Dynamics of Identity-Making in the Margins: The Case of Cho Chin
Communities in Kanpetlet Township, Chin State, Myanmar

Noémi-Tiina Dupertuis

Enrolment year: 2015

Country visited: Myanmar

Research period: 05/02/2020 to 18/03/2020

Research background

In the course of ethnographic fieldwork among the Cho Chins of Kanpetlet Township in
Southern Chin State, Myanmar, | observed that the evolution of socio-cultural practices due to rapid
development and Christianisation raises fundamental questions over the nature of Chinness. What are
the distinctive features of Chin culture? The term ‘Chin’ itself is a serious point of contention, as it
is a name given by outsiders to a little-understood neighbour culture. In fact, the Kanpetlet people—
in their different languages—refer to the entire Chin population as ‘Cho’; therefore, they are called
‘Cho Chins’, where Cho refers to a sub-group of the Chin ethnic group. Before colonialisation, the
Cho Chins were never united under a single polity, and they only started to convert to Christianity in
the 1980s. However, the main work1 on Chin identity was written by Lian H. Sakhong, an exiled elite
and leader of the democratic struggle in Chin State who argued that Christianity became a unifying
force for all Chins to resolve their inner conflicts. His argument relies heavily on the experience of
Hakha and Tedim (Central and Northern Chins) elites and fails to acknowledge the realities and
distinctiveness of Southern Chins.

Research purpose

Through this fieldwork, I aimed to connect with Chin elites and investigate their connections,
knowledge, and perception of the South; the structure of their societies; and Chin State’s political
atmosphere. Furthermore, | planned to visit libraries and research groups to collect written material on
the Southern Chins.

Results/Achievements

In Tedim-Tonzang, I followed Chin members of the National League of Democracy (NLD) in
the organisation of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s consultation visit to Tonzang on Chin National Day. In
Falam and Hakha, | visited the Chin Christian Institute of Theology and Chin Christian Universities,
where | gathered written material on the Southern culture as well as books on the Chin for Christ in
One Century (CCOC) movement sending missionaries to the South, which I discovered was the first
massive North—South contact.

Among the scholars | met, few had concrete experience with the South. The struggles of Chos



with Chin identity and their reluctance to be erased in a process of ‘Chinisation’ constituted new
information for northern scholars. In conversation with them, | came to realise how the hierarchical
structure of the Lai (Hakha) affects the politics in the entire State: In Hakha, the influential and rich
formal tribal chief families are still held in high esteem by the commoners. Elites therefore expect
the people to follow their authority without questioning it. Through extensive education, they have
become broad-minded and look at the big picture—unifying all of the Chin Hills at all costs—when
thinking of Chin identity. Contrarily, the Chos function on the model of meritocracy, putting wealth
and lineage second to individual character. The Cho society could be described as more democratic
and therefore simply falling in line behind Hakha and believing in their good intentions is not enough.

Plans for further research

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, my six-month fieldwork scheduled from July through December
2020 was cancelled. Currently, I am writing the Ph.D. thesis with material already collected, and
through online contacts when possible.

In a further study, I intend to investigate the role of women’s rights associations caught between,
on the one hand the perception that patriarchal kinship practices constitute the backbone of Cho Chin
culture, and on the other the necessity to address normalized violence towards women and economic

insecurity of women-led households.
References

1. Sakhong, Lian H. 2003. In Search of Chin Identity: A Study in Religion, Politics and Ethnic Identity
in Burma. NIAS Monograph 91. Copenhagen: NIAS.



Photo 1: In Tonzang: Locals gathering to catch a glimpse of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as she leaves
from a consultation meeting (19.02.2020).

Photo 2: In Hakha: At the Chin Christian University alongside Rector Henry Siang and researchers
Peter Hrang Lian Thang and Abednego Cenhrang.



Research on the Livelihood Conditions of the Nam Ngum 2 Dam
Resettlement Community: Focus on Job Provision and Job Creation in
Phonesavath Village, Feuang District, Vientiane Province, Laos

Amith Phetsada

Enrolment year: 2017

Country visited: LAOS

Research period: 04/02/2020 to 20/03/2020

Keywords: job provision, livelihood change, resettlement

Research background

From Laos’ independence in 1975 until the present, there has been significant internal
resettlement. In the past, resettlement occurred to meet governmental objectives such as opium
eradication, security concerns, access and service delivery, cultural integration/nation-building, and
swidden agriculture reduction. Now, resettlement happens mostly due to development projects such
as hydropower dam construction. This research studies the resettlement of Phonesavath Village due
to the Nam Ngum 2 Dam construction. The village is in Feung District, Vientiane Province (central
Laos).

Research purpose

This fieldwork investigated the living conditions and livelihood, including job provision and job
creation, in Phonesavath Village, a community resettled in 2010 due to the construction of Nam Ngum
2 Hydroelectric Dam, by interviewing 160 households and conducting a group discussion with current
(5 people) and previous (16 people) village administrative committee members. Information and data
on job provision and job creation were obtained through interviews with the hydropower company

and the government offices in charge of the Nam Ngum 2 Hydropower Development Project.

Results/Achievements

The construction of the Nam Ngum 2 Dam led to the resettlement of 16 villages in the
Xaisomboun Special Administration Zone (currently Xaisomboun Province). At the time of
resettlement (2010), the number of households and the population of the 16 villages were 1,053 and
5,992, respectively. By 2019, those humbers had increased to 1,216 and 6,885 people, of whom
3,396 of the residents are female. The distance from the previous villages in Xaisomboun Province
to Phonesavath Village in Vientiane Province is 234 km (driving distance, around 70 km as the bird
flies).

The job provision was divided into two phases: short-term and long-term. The first phase started
in 2010, and included 1) animal production group members, that is, pig raising, goat raising, chicken
raising, and duck raising, and 2) plant production group members, that is, home vegetable cultivation,



organic vegetable production, and mushroom production. The second phase started in 2012 and

focussed on Para rubber plantations. Seven hundred households received rubber saplings to plant

on their land. There are now 555 households of rubber farmers. Some farmers sold their farms in

exchange for cash due to financial hardship or because they lacked the ability to take care of it.

In their previous villages, most of the villagers practised slash and burn rice cultivation. After

moving to the new village, each household received 0.5 hectares of agricultural land as compensation

to cultivate rice. However, the land is not suitable for cultivating rice. Therefore, they plant Para

rubber trees on it.

Table 1: Names and number of households and population of previous villages

Number of Number of
Number | Name of village | households/ | Number | Name of village | households/
population population
1 Natou 103/657 9 Phonxay Tai 91/500
2 Naluang 94/600 10 Km 33 80/415
3 Huyxaykham 47/308 11 Km 37 45/228
4 Phonthong 41/234 12 Phayaeng Nua | 69/400
5 Phonkeo 39/242 13 Phayaeng Tai 97/491
6 Phonkham 59/364 14 Viengkeo 26/141
7 Phonxay Nua 66/356 15 Kualak 36/239
8 Phonxay Kang | 97/519 16 Ban Kormi 109/540
Total 1099 households/5878 people

Plans for further research

Further research will be conducted to observe the tapping and harvesting of rubber trees and to

obtain data and information on the macro-economy of Laos. The next fieldwork will mainly focus on

the collection of data on the macro-economy of Laos to understand how hydropower development has

contributed to the economy of Laos.



Figure 1: Map of the resettled communities

Photo 1: Interview and interactions with villagers renovating their house



Tourist Behaviours of Muslim Millennials:
Data Gathering in Jakarta, Indonesia

Cahaya Rizka Putri

Enrollment year: 2019

Country visited: Indonesia

Research period: 07/02/2020 to 20/03/2020

Keywords: Indonesia, Muslim millennials, tourism, tourist behaviour

Research background

The millennial generation is seen as the one having a huge impact on today’s global tourism
industry, while Muslim tourists have their own specific demands in accordance with their faith-based
needs. Meanwhile, Indonesia as a developing nation with rising middle-class power has shown a
stable increase in the number of outbound tourists. Combining these three factors, this study aimed to
explore the distinct behaviour of Muslim millennial tourists.

Research purpose

This study aimed to explore the distinct behaviour of Indonesian Muslim millennials as tourists
visiting Japan from the sociological perspective, and to do so, data was gathered by interviewing
people linked to inbound tourism in Japan. The study also tried to do a comparison on data about
Indonesian millennials who had visited Japan in the last five years by taking information from JNTO
(Japan National Tourism Organization) Indonesia branch and BPS (Badan Pusat Statistik, English:
Statistics Indonesia).

Results/Achievements

One of the first step during the fieldwork was establishing contact and setting up appointments
with people linked to inbound tourism in Japan, and other parties having data or information
regarding tourism. Interviewee The interviewee list comprised Indonesian tourists falling in the
category of Muslim millennials who had visited Japan in the year 2018-19, a lecturer in the Faculty
of Communication at Tarumanagara University, a researcher from LIPI (Lembaga IImu Pengetahuan
Indonesia, English: Indonesian Institute of Sciences), people working at the Ministry of Tourism
and Creative Economy, and JNTO Indonesia branch. The results show that most Indonesian Muslim
millennials who visited Japan between 2018 and 2019 have demonstrated the same pattern vis-a-vis
their tourism activities, such as how they make their plans, how they consume the goods and services
provided, and their motivation behind choosing Japan as their destination. During the course of this
study, it was also observed that the Japanese government possesses more detailed data on Indonesian
tourists compared with The Indonesia’s Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy.



Plans for further research

As this fieldwork faced two problems 1) the cancellation of some planned interviews due
to flood disaster in Jakarta and the COVID-19 pandemic and 2) the unavailability of Indonesian
outbound tourist data with both BPS and the Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy, | plan to
conduct more interviews and a small survey on Indonesian tourists visiting Japan, focusing on Muslim
millennials to obtain an in-depth understanding of their behaviour vis-a-vis their religious and cultural
background.
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Photo 1: The front of Sapta Pesona Building of the Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy,
Indonesia

Photo 2: The inside of the INTO Indonesia branch office
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Wild & Wise: Internship Program for
Transdisciplinary and Transregional Problem
Oriented Research in Asia and Africa







Wild & Wise Collaborative Learning Programs (2020-2021) “Internship Program for Trans-
disciplinary and Trans-regional Problem Oriented Research in Asia and Africa”
Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies, Kyoto University

Wild & Wise International Workshop
“Perspectives on Next-generation Area Studies”

Date: 15:00-20:15 (UTC+09:00), February 9, 2021
Through Online (Zoom)

[Program]

Opening Session Chair: TONAGA Yasushi (ASAFAS, Kyoto University)

15:00-15:05  Opening remarks: SHIGETA Masayoshi (Dean, ASAFAS, Kyoto University)
15:05-15:10  Workshop overview: KATAOKA Tatsuki (ASAFAS, Kyoto University)

Presentations from program participants (15[presentation]+5[Q&A] minutes each)
Part One
Chair: Khamsing
15:10-15:30 MINAKI Kanako (Division of Southeast Asian Area Studies, ASAFAS, Kyoto
University)
“Information Sharing on Facebook: A Case of Shrimp Farming in the Mekong Delta,
Vietnam”
Chair: Yasumatsu
15:30-15:50  Khamsing Keothoumma (Faculty of Forest Science, National University of Laos)
“Impact of Climate Change on Household Income Sources from the Villagers’
Perspective: A Case Study of Sakok Village in NamEt-Phoulery Protected Area, Lao

PDR”
Chair: Minaki
15:50-16:10  YASUMATSU Hiroki (Division of Southeast Asian Area Studies, ASAFAS, Kyoto
University)
“Distribution and Use of Orchids in Lao PDR”
16:10-16:20  Colffee Break
Part Two
Chair: Puspa

16:20-16:40  MIKI Yoko (Division of Global Area Studies, ASAFAS, Kyoto University)
“An Anthropological Study on Ethnic dress in Nepal”
Chair: Miki
16:40-17:00  Puspa Paudel (MPhil program, Anthropology, Tribhuvan University)
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17:00-17:20

17:20-17:40

17:40-17:50

Part Three

17:50-18:10

18:10-18:30

18:30-18:50

18:50-19:10

19:10-19:20

Part Four

19:20-19:40

“Communication and Community Building Techniques among Lesbian and Queer
Women in urban space of Kathmandu”

Chair: Medhavie
INOUE Tokiko (Division of Global Area Studies, ASAFAS, Kyoto University)
“Emplacement of Internally Displaced Persons and New Relatedness: A Case Study
of Northern Muslim Women in Post-War Sri Lanka.”

Chair: Inoue

Medhavie Dissanayake (Postgraduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences,
University of Peradeniya)
“Socio-environmental Impacts of Human-Monkey Conflict for Space: A Case Study
of Polonnaruwa, Sri Lanka.”

Coffee Break

Chair: Seera Georgina (ASAFAS)
NAKAMURA Yuko (Division of African Area Studies, ASAFAS, Kyoto University)
“Decolonizing Art Ecosystem: King Houndekpinkou, African Contemporary Art and
Contemporary Ceramics”

Chair: Seera Georgina (ASAFAS)
Tojotanjona Patrick Razanaparany (Division of African Area Studies, ASAFAS,
Kyoto University)
“Lemurs and Habitat Conservation, and Perception of Local People Towards Lemur
Conservation in a Biosphere Reserve, Northwestern Madagascar”

Chair: Suzuki Noriko (ASAFAS)
Eshetu Fekadu Teferi (Department of Social Anthropology, Addis Ababa University)
“Factors that Trigger Environmental Change in Gidicho Island and Its Environs,
Southern Ethiopia”

Chair: Tojotanjona Patrick Razanaparany (ASAFAS)

Mataa Mulema (Integrated Water Resource Management Centre, School of Mines,
University of Zambia)
“Assessment of River Groundwater Interaction in the Barotse Floodplain, Western
Province, Zambia”

Coffee Break

Chair: Sudkanueng
Jessadakorn Kalapong (Division of Southeast Asian Area Studies, ASAFAS, Kyoto
University)
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19:40-20:00

Closing Session
20:00-20:05

“International Migration of the New Middle Class in Thailand: A Case Study of
Technical Intern Trainees in Japan”

Chair: Jessadakorn
Sudkanueng Buranarachada (Faculty of Sociology and Anthropology, Thammasat
University)
“Guerilla Survey as Research Method: Case Study of 2020 Thai Protests in
Comparison with 2019-2020 Hong Kong Protests”

Closing address: FUJIKURA Tatsuro (ASAFAS, Kyoto University)
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Information Sharing on Facebook:
A Case of Shrimp Farming in the Mekong Delta, Vietnam

Kanako Minaki
ASAFAS, Kyoto University

Keywords: Shrimp farming, Mekong Delta, Facebook, Information Communication Technologies

Research Background

In Vietnam, shrimp farming is a rapid-growth industry that is important for food security
and economic stability. Previous studies have examined economic and environmental aspects of
shrimp farming in Vietnam, and the policies that have shaped the industry, and have also discussed
problems related to agricultural extension including regional disparities in agricultural development,
underdeveloped shrimp farming technologies, and unstable management of smaller operations.

The relatively recent emergence of information and communication technology (ICT) has
facilitated communication in various sectors, including agriculture. These new technologies permit
the exchange of large quantities of information at low cost, creating opportunities for developing new
shrimp farming technologies. However, to date, no studies have specifically examined the application

of ICT to agricultural extension.

Research Purpose

The objective of this study was to analyze the use of Facebook in agricultural extension,
focusing specifically on shrimp farming in Vietnam as a case study. The results of this study will
contribute to the establishment of sustainable shrimp farming technologies.

Results/Achievements

The main topics discussed in the Facebook groups analyzed in this study were as follows:
advertising, farming technologies, farm gate shrimp prices, recruitment, event announcements, and
criticisms of current shrimp farming practices.

Posts pertaining to farming technologies and advertisements for shrimp farming materials on
Facebook groups may facilitated the extension of farming technologies and led to new business
opportunities. Posts on farm gate prices may allow brokers to buy shrimp below market value, while
job posts increase employment opportunities by overcoming geographical constraints. Furthermore,
posts announcing events have promoted cooperation among shrimp farmers, who shared opinions and
identified problems in the shrimp farming industry, and requested government support. Thus, active
information exchange within Facebook groups can be regarded as a mutual aid system that allows
farmers to overcome geographical restrictions, and thus facilitates agricultural extension, the trade of
aquaculture materials, and recruitment of new workers.

We identified three main regional challenges to the application of ICT to shrimp agriculture.
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Firstly, information control by the government prevents some criticisms of the shrimp farming
industry from reaching the relevant authorities. Secondly, new tools to connect farmers with the
government are needed to promote agricultural extension. Thirdly, systems should be established to
reduce the likelihood of the spread of misinformation among Facebook group members, for example
via comment moderation.

Plans for further research

Future studies should analyze differences in 1) Facebook groups among provinces, considering
factors such as participant age, gender, occupation, and residence; 2) Facebook group posts, in terms
of the number of comments and shares; 3) the content posted on public and private Facebook groups;
and 4) information on agricultural extension provided by the government and shared on Facebook, (to

establish the extent of the difference therein).
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Impact of Climate Change on Household Income Sources from the
Villagers’ Perspective: A Case Study of Sakok Village in NamEt-Phoulery
Protected Area, Lao PDR

Khamsing Keothoumma
Faculty of Forest Science, National University of Laos, Lao PDR

Keywords: Climate Change, Household Income Sources, Income Shocks

Research Background
Agricultural crops and non-timber forest products are the main income sources in Sakok Village,

NamEt-Phoulery Protected Area, Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Most of the agriculture in this

region depends on natural systems. Several natural disasters related to climate change have affected

these income sources.

Research Purpose
The objectives of this study were to analyse the household economy of the villagers based on the

concept of sustainable livelihood, quantify their income losses due to climate change, and examine
their strategies for economic recovery in response to these losses.

Results/Achievements
The result showed that the factors of income shock related to the environment included crop

disease (47.3%), drought (36.5%), poor health condition (16.3%) and losing livestock (10.9%).
The strategies, which villagers applied to cope with the income shock, were to sell forest
products, to sell livestock, to save money, to sell handmade textile, to sell agricultural products,

borrowing, wage labor, and aid by the Government and NGO.

Collect NTFPs e 45 45
e /] 81
USing money saving s 3518
e 0/ 27
Handi craft =— 24.54
s 73 63

Work as worker at outside village ————— 172
e 0.1

Work as worker at village 9 1

) e .27
Government suporting =727
0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50
Percentage

Coping strategy

Factors that influenced climate-driven economic losses included crop disease, drought, flooding,
illness, and livestock mortality. Strategies adopted by the villagers to cope with these losses included
selling agricultural and forest products, livestock, and handmade textiles; saving or borrowing money;
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wage labour; and aid from the government and/or non-governmental organizations.

Plans for further research
We will further investigate the relationship between forest product utilisation and household
income in Sakok Village in a future study.
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Photo 2: Handicrafts at Sakok Village in NamEt-Phoulery Protected Area, Lao PDR.
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Distribution and Use of Orchids in Lao PDR

Hiroki Yasumatsu
ASAFAS, Kyoto University

Keywords: Medicinal Orchid, Buddhist temple, Livelihood, Community participation conservation,
Laos, China

Research Background

Orchidaceae is among the largest angiosperm families. Orchids have a unique ecology in
natural forests, and are highly sensitive to anthropogenic disturbance. Due to their high medicinal
and ornamental value, orchids have been subjected to overcollection and habitat destruction, and they
are currently endangered in many regions. Medicinal orchids are particularly valued in China, such
that their harvest for export to China is an important livelihood for Lao people. The establishment
of a national orchid conservation area would help to preserve these species; however, restrictions on

access to and use of this forest resource could cause conflicts with local people.

Research Purpose

The main objective of this study was to evaluate the relationship between orchids and local
people in the Lao People’s Democratic Republic (PDR). We analyzed the distribution and use of
medicinal orchids, especially Dendrobium spp., to develop strategies for community participation
in the conservation of wild orchids and their habitats. We conducted a field survey in Lao PDR to
observe and identify epiphytic orchids in residential and rural areas, forests surrounding Buddhist
temples, and a national biodiversity conservation area. We then compared the species composition of
medicinal and/or ornamental orchids in each area. Finally, we conducted interviews with local people.

Results/Achievements

According to the field survey, wild medicinal orchids have disappeared from natural forests such
as those in rural and conservation areas. In contrast, they were observed in the forest surrounding a
Buddhist temple, and they were planted for ornamental purposes in rural areas and at the Buddhist
temple. This finding indicates that wild orchids can be conserved in human-managed ecosystems. The
restoration of wild habitat by seeding or splitting from planted individuals would a useful strategy,
because the diversity of planted species greatly resembles that of the nearby native forest. Therefore,
our results suggest that community participation would be effective for the conservation of orchid
species.
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Plans for further research

In future studies, we will conduct interviews and an ecological survey of the forest at the
Buddhist temple to explore the relationship between wild epiphytic orchids in the surrounding forest
and anthropogenic disturbance. We will also analyze the collection, trade, and utilization of orchids in

Phongsaly Province, where orchids are collected for the Chinese market.

.fill . -'-- . I.:'u wliny = _\"" -
Photo 2: Dendrobium thyrsiflorum, another medicinal orchid that is highly valued in China.
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An Anthropological Study on Ethnic Dress in Nepal

Yoko Miki
ASAFAS, Kyoto University

Keywords: ethnic dress, Nepal, modern fashion/ traditional dress, dress practices

Research Background

In anthropology, ethnic dress tends to be perceived 1) in political contexts, which differentiate
between dominant people and the other ethnic groups, and 2) as non-western local traditions in
opposition to modern western fashion [Miyawaki 2017: 17-27]. In the previous anthropological
studies, ethnic dress was considered from the point of view of the outsiders who defined the boundary
between “the ruler/the ruled” or between “global/local”. However, more recent anthropological
studies on dress describe how people wearing ethnic dress live in social contexts and how they dress
to be “themselves™, in other words, to be who they want to be [for example, Kamuro 2019].

Research Purpose

The purpose of this presentation is to review how the ethnic dress of Nepal is perceived in the
existing literature, as a foundation for the study of ethnic dress as a multifaceted and changing practice
that is continuously being created within the social relationships in which the wearers are embedded.
Finally, I propose a new perspective for the study of ethnic dress in Nepal.

Results/Achievements

Ethnic dress in Nepal tends to be discussed in two main contexts.

The first is in the context of the power relationship between the dominant hill-Hindus and the
non-hill-Hindus. The dress of the hill-Hindu’s, such as saris worn by women, is often referred to
as the “national dress” or the “official dress”. In contrast, the dress of the non-hill-Hindus is often
referred to as “ethnic dress”. During the non-democratic Panchayat era (1962-1990), because the
Nepali government promoted the image of the peaceful coexistence of multiple ethnic groups and
cultures while promoting nationalism centered on Hinduism, the government sponsored research
on the non-hill-Hindu groups and their cultures, including their dress. In addition, anthropological
research on dress at that time emphasized the boundaries between the hill-Hindus and the non-hill-
Hindus. In the late 1980s, the non-hill-Hindus began to call themselves “janajati” and developed
ethnic movements for the recognition of their rights. In this context, ethnic dress began to be utilized
as a symbol representing the unique tradition of janajati.

The second context is with reference to the relationship between modern western fashion and
“local” Nepali traditional dress. Since the late 1990s, research has focused on the fashion practices
of the middle class in Kathmandu. In the studies, it has been stated that the middle-class associate
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foreign clothes and a sense of the values brought to Nepal with being “modern” or having a new
sense of freedom, while they consider “local” social norms and the dresses associated with them as an
unchanging tradition [Shepherd 2018].

Plans for Further Research

I will propose a new perspective for focusing on 1) the agency of the people wearing ethnic
dress and 2) the relationship between the body and the dress worn, in order to perceive the ethnic
dress of Nepal, as being multifaceted and continuously changing.

By focusing on agency, we can begin to understand that ethnic dress is embedded in
relationships with other people and that there is a demand for dress to “be appropriate” in each given
situation, together with flexible practice in pursuit of fashioning oneself to be what one wants to be.

In addition, we will be able to understand the dynamics of traditional dress through the
relationship between the body and the dress, because the interactions among bodily sensations,
feelings, thoughts, and clothing lead to the further fashioning of the clothed body and clothing itself.

Based on the above perspective, I aim to conduct fieldwork from now on. Fashion studies in

Nepal tend to focus on cities, therefore, | aim to research dress practices in rural areas.
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The “heteronormative’ character of society believes that male and female are the only normal
and natural expression of sexuality and gender identity. Women’s sexuality and sexual orientation if
different from the expected norms of the society is treated as if it did not exist. In this situation, lesbian
and queer women" are in second/third layer of vulnerability. Nepal’s seemingly good legal policies
do not account for the daily discrimination, mental and social abuse faced by these minorities. In such
environment, it has been necessary to communicate these multiple identities, especially lesbian and
queer women identity. By analyzing the data collected from eleven in-depth interviews, participant
observations at events such as hike, pride parade, use of symbols, content analysis; this research tries
to explore the overlooked aspect of the leshian and queer women communication in relation to their
realization and interaction, process of identity formation, tools of collective communication and bases
of the interaction, community building and how multiple identities within the GSM communities are
viewed.

Critiquing the idea of Vivienne C Cass and Anthony Da’ugelli’s homosexual identity formation
models, this research tries to prove that there is no linear step by step process of identity formation. It
is in fact a lifelong process which depends upon the communication. Allying with phenomenologist
such as Sara Ahmed, C.H. Cooley, A. Schutz, G.H.Mead and H. Blumer, this research shows queer
explains the social process of communication through different ways. By shouting slangs in the
forest, writing names on leaves and stones lesbian and queer women try to communicate and express
solidarity. The association with popular songs and films, identifying with certain colors and flags
are part of both identity and communicating processes. Participating in pride parade signifies these
women are exercising freedom of expression. Visibility is both secured and shown at the same time
in these events. Social media pages are such tools for collective communication which brings these
identities” desires, pain, and confessions together and even sometimes helps in finding partners.
The urban culture is being more accommodative to queer women with establishment of restaurants,
popular songs, celebrity confessions and representations in films. However, the intersectional
and fluid identities are still perceived in negative ways in mainstream LGBTIQ+ movements.
The vulnerabilityincreases in intersection of class, caste, religion and region. To eliminate such

differences, communication is the key for lesbian and queer women. A number of strategies are used

1 The term ‘gender queer’ is identity that don’t associate with any gender but this research used this term
as collectively representing bisexual, bi-curious, transwomen in lesbian relationship.
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in this process among which symbolic communication is the most important. It is critical, complex
but important process.
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Research Background

This study focuses on Muslim internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sri Lanka, who were
evicted from Northern Province during the Sri Lankan civil war and settled in Puttalam District over
three decades. Other studies note the importance that northern Muslim IDPs who are remaking life in
their new locations attach to their homes. Studies of northern Muslims often describe the relationship
between northern Muslims and locals through the lens of IDP/host binary opposition.

Research Purpose

This study aims to investigate the process of emplacement [Hammond 2004] by which
Muslim IDPs create a new “home” in their new location with a focus on women’s perspectives. In
this presentation, | explore the relationship between northern Muslims and their neighbors using
relatedness [Carsten 2000] as a theoretical framework. Then, | examine the new relatedness between
them, which has been created in the process of emplacement.

Results/Achievements

I conducted fieldwork from February to March 2020 in Puttalam District, where most northern
Muslims settled. From interviews and participant observation, | found that the place of relatedness
differs by gender because men and women have different living spaces. I found intimate relationships
had been created between northern Muslims and their neighbors through everyday face-to-face acts
such as day-to-day visits or religious meetings of Muslim women or community-based activities. In
the village where locals and northern Muslims lived next to each other, people of various identities
co-existed, and relatedness between them was created through sharing of space and everyday face-to-
face acts. | assume that not only home and home-based relatedness but also newly created relatedness
between northern Muslims and their neighbors in Puttalam is important for their emplacement. In
addition, the relationship between northern Muslims and locals is not one of binary opposition such
as that between IDPs and hosts. Northern Muslims are not excluded from but are incorporated into
the multi-layered social relations of the community. They selectively use multiple identities, such as
northern Muslims, Muslim women, or Puttalam citizens, depending on the situation. I assume that the

relatedness created in this social relationship is important for peaceful living in the community.
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Plans for further research

In future research, | will conduct further long-term fieldwork in Puttalam to get more detail
about places of relatedness and how relatedness between northern Muslim women and local people is
created. Moreover, I will explore how both global Islamization and the anti-Muslim movement in Sri

Lanka affect the community of northern Muslims and the relationship between them and local people.
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Photo 1: Research area in Puttalam District
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Introduction

Monkeys (Macaca fascicularis; order: Primate’; class: Mammalia) are related to mankind, being
intelligent and having opposable thumb which enables them to manipulate things as humans do. There
are three main species of monkeys in Sri Lanka, the tufted gray langur, purpled faced leaf monkey,
and toque macaque. In the Polonnaruwa region (Figure 1), the toque macaque and tufted gray langur
are widespread. However, they have been invading human dominant space and humans in turn have
been invading their space, for a variety of reasons, and this has created conflict between the humans

and monkeys.

Research Background

The monkeys in Polonnaruwa are permanent residents in the forested areas (nature sanctuary
and archaeological reserve). The villages in the region are rural and mostly within a 50 km radius
of the forested area [Ditus et al. 2019]. The people living within the boundaries of the forested area
or in close proximity, experience a considerable level of menace from the monkeys; however, this
issue decreases at greater distances from the jungle. Conflicts often occur when monkeys raid crops
or invade residential areas and damage caused on resident properties, garden and other belongings. A
number of 100 adults, included the survey, represent 70 head of the house hold, 20 shop keepers and
10 governmental and non- governmental employees.

Research Purpose
The main purpose of this research is to recognize the socio-environmental impact that results in
the mutual counter actions of Human—Monkey Conflict (HMC) for space along with the attempt of

finding out the reasons why monkeys get attracted to human dominant areas.

Results/Achievements
1. Why monkeys exceed their natural habitat?
1. Habitat fragmentation and deforestation
As a result of tourism, the number of hotels, inns, and other similar establishments has increased

1 Primates are placental mammals including man, apes, and monkeys. They are primarily arboreal,
climbing by grasping tree branches, nails present in the place of claws, big toes opposable to other digits,
well developed eye sight with binocular vision, relatively large brain. [Solanki 2015]
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and their construction has reduced the habitat available for the monkeys in Polonnaruwa. In 1972, the
extent of the forest cover in the district was 2,603.5 km?, and this was reduced to 1,331 km? in 2015,
an approximately 48% reduction, because of human activities and development projects [Fernando
and Edussuriya, 2016].
11. Addiction for readymade food and garbage
As Polonnaruwa is a cultural hotspot, locals, foreign tourists, and pilgrims often visit this area.
This, directly and indirectly creates a large amount of garbage that must be disposed of. This has
increased monkey invasions as they are addicted to human foods because of the feeding habits of
tourists and pilgrims, as well as improper garbage disposal within the area has further aggravated this
iSsue.
I11. Climate change
The temperature in Polonnaruwa reaches approximately 37°C between the beginning of August
and the end of September, and this results in food and water scarcity in the forested area. Therefore,
monkeys invade residential areas in search of food and water.

2. Conflict Species and their Perceived Impact on Humans

Respondents identified two forest-living monkey species, the toque macaque and the tufted gray
langur as the most frequent visitors, making up 75% and 35% of the sightings, respectively. According
to the respondents, the toque macaque was the more troublesome one than tufted gray langur. When
asked to identify what could attract wild animals to visit their properties (i.e., macaques and tufted
gray langurs), more than 95% of the respondents stated that human foods (crops, fruit trees, cooked
and uncooked kitchen food stores, scraps intended for dogs or cats, and edible garbage) and water
from open drains, leaking taps, or wells were the main attractants. Some macaques are reportedly,
very adept at turning taps on. Toque macaques Vvisited natural food sources only if they were bearing
young leaves or fruits. However, the tufted gay langur only invaded home gardens, but in doing so
destroyed most of their trees and cultivation (leaves, fruits, and vegetables). Approximately half of
the respondents’ feedback on the negative impacts of the monkeys indicated that the loss of crops or
kitchen foods, followed by material losses such as roof tiles (63%), vehicle damage (8%), antenna
damage (17%), and damage to clothes hung out to dry (12%). Sheets or roof tiles were damaged
mostly when the large-bodied (10-15 kg) gray langurs jumped onto the roofs from the branches of the
high trees or when the macaques removed tiles when foraging for insects.

Discussion

Several drivers behind the social and environmental impacts of HMC were identified in this
study. The direct social impacts of the monkeys create insecurity, as people are at risk of being
victimized by monkey attacks and reductions and losses in their livelihoods. Furthermore, indirect
social impacts are created because of mental stress among the vulnerable communities, and health
impacts (money spent on treating the injuries caused by monkeys) were recognized. The impacts
of environmental disturbances, however, create risks for the monkey populations such as habitat
destruction [Dittus et al., 2019] which tends to create tropic cascades.
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Plans for further research
Future investigations will be required to understand how to mitigate the socio-environmental

impacts identified in this study.
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Figure 1: Dissanayake M. “Study area: Polonnaruwa” [map]. Scale not given. (February 13, 2021)
Using: ArcMap [GIS software]. Version 10.4.
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Franco-Beninese ceramic artist King Houndekpinkou represents the transboundary
characteristics of contemporary art in the 21st century. Taking Houndekpinkou as an example,
this research offers insights into the ongoing decolonization in an ever-globalizing art world.
Houndekpinkou, a Franco-Beninese artist who was born in 1987, started his career in the African
contemporary art scene. He studied Japanese traditional Bizen pottery and established his own artistic
style by finding analogy between Bizen ceramics and Voodoo culture. He actively works on US-
Europe ceramic art scene and enters the Japanese contemporary ceramic scene through a residency at
Shigaraki Ceramic Park.

Houndekpinkou is an amalgamation of lineages of expressions peripheralized by the Western
modern art system and is engaged in several decolonization contexts. Tracing the history behind him,
I highlight an example of the mechanism of the decolonization of art and its consequences. To analyze
the situation, I will employ the concept of “art ecosystem,” which describes the dynamism of value-
making of art, where various art infrastructures and actors function mutually [Moss 2011].

Houndekpinkou’s first context is the development of the African contemporary art scene, where
he started his artistic career. Despite relatively fragile public sectors [Okeke-Agulu and Enwezor
2009], Africa has constructed art infrastructures in a unique way to reclaim autonomy in art and
establish equal footing [ARTnet 2018; Proctor 2019]. This helped lay the foundation for an ecosystem
where Houndekpinkou could start his career as an artist, and paved the way for a new phase of
developing the local ecosystem, where vernacular aesthetics reflect “contemporary art” production.
Local art centers have been playing a significant role in this process. Through an artist in residency
program at the art center Le Centre (Benin) and by launching Terre Jumelles' he has been taking
part in this trend. Another essence of his artistic style is Yakishime of Japanese Bizen ceramics. He
also can be situated in the context of modern and contemporary Japanese history, where people have
reclamed its vernacular aesthetic to their modern society by constructing infrastructure [Todate 2016].
Furthermore, Houndekpinkou’s art is at the genealogy of Western ceramic history, where Japanese
ceramics have been learned on promoting the status of the ceramics [Shimizu 2001; Imai 2016].

Houndekpinkou encountered Bizen potters during the ANAGAMA project, a residency program, one

1 Aseries exchange program between Benin and Japan. Every year, one ceramic center and representative
ceramicists are chosen. They exchange local clay and fire works made of the other’s clay using their own
techniques.
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of the attempts to transmit the real value and technique that are diffused during the learning process of
Japanese ceramics through a Western perspective [Keramos 2014]. Nevertheless, strong segregation
and hierarchy between art and craft remain, while various attempts to merge the border of art and
craft are emerging’. Houndekpinkou utilized the artist in residency at Shigaraki Ceramic Park. This
cultural complex, established on the trans-disciplinary network that is a consequence of the unique
history of Shigaraki [Shigaraki Ceramic Park 2018], allowed him to enter the Japanese contemporary
ceramic scene (Photo 1). Opening new discourses of appreciation, he participated in the evolution of
the hierarchical concept between “art” and “craft.”

Houndekpinkou’s production reunites genealogies of peripheralized expressions, relativizing the
hegemony of the Western concept of art and craft. In this context, newly established art infrastructures
like art centers and artists in residencies play crucial roles. This research is an example of the
decolonization of art discourse, which de-centers the Western-centered art perspective by rebuilding
aesthetic frameworks. Finally, introducing my collaborative activities with various art sectors (Photo

2), I highlight the role of academic research in the art ecosystem when developing decolonization.
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Photo 1: A booth of Minnano Gallery (Tokyo) showcasing Houndekpinkou’s artworks at Art
Fair Tokyo 2019. Japanese audiences sometimes misidentify his work as those by other Japanese
ceramic artists.

Photo 2: In collaboration with Taguchi Art Collection, | launched the African Contemporary Art
Book Collection (https://taguchiartcollection.jp/acabc/ ) to promote African contemporary art in
Japan, and share academic research results with the market section in the art ecosystem.
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Research Background

Many people live inside and around protected areas, especially in developing countries
where tropical forests are mainly located. These people often depend on forest services and have
been criticised as the major cause of forest degradation. To address this problem, the UNESCO
implemented biosphere reserves that consider both the conservation of nature and allow local
communities to sustainably use forest services. Biospheres are designed with many zones, including
core area strictly for conservation and buffer zones for the settlement of local people, ecotourism, and
research. Local people are also involved in forest management. However, the human population living
in and around biosphere reserves is rapidly growing. It is imperative to understand the effectiveness of

the biosphere reserve and the involvement of local communities in forest management.

Research Purpose

Ankarafantsika National Park (ANP) in northwestern Madagascar is a biosphere reserve. This
site provides a suitable case study of the effectiveness of the biosphere and assessment of forest
conservation and management by the local people. The ANP is designed with a core area and buffer
zones. Buffer zones include service forests (SF) for research and ecotourism that are prohibited to
the local people and controlled use forests (CUF) for sustainable use by the local people. Complete
assessments of the conservation status in ANP, however, require long-term data, that is, time and
large funds. To account for these problems, | studied the conservation status of lemurs as umbrella
species, which are species whose conservation confers a protective umbrella to many co-occurring
species [Fleishman et al. 2000]. Specifically, I compared the abundance of medium-sized lemurs
and the structure of their habitat in SF and CUF. | also interviewed 60 heads of households living in
ANP. The study was conducted in three sessions: August 2019 to September 2018, December 2018 to
January 2019, and July 2019 to August 2019.

Results/Achievements

I encountered more lemurs in SF (8.1 individuals/10 km) than in CUF (1.2 individuals/10 km).
Four species of lemurs (Eulemur fulvus, Propithecus coquereli, Avahi occidentalis, and Lepilemur
edwardsi) were encountered in SF and two species of lemurs (Eulemur mongoz and L. edwardsi) were
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encountered in CUF. Both SF and CUF have similar diversity (Shannon index H), but the species
composition of the trees differed between these. Although the number of small trees (diameter at
breast height, DBH < 5 cm) in the two forests were similar, SF had a greater number of large trees
(DBH > 5 cm) than CUF. Results from interviews also supported the decrease in the population
density of lemurs and the degradation of forests, which was linked to illegal cropping (Photo 1). |
observed illegal hunting, illegal logging (Photo 2), and illegal charcoal production. These results show

that ANP, a biosphere reserve, is not effective and is unsustainable.

Plans for Further Research

Here, | explored the sustainability of ANP using biodiversity and forest conservation. However,
there are several dimensions to consider for a complete understanding of the sustainability and
effectiveness of forest management. For example, the livelihoods of the local people depending on the
forest, are another form of forest management that need consideration. Future studies should gather
data from multidisciplinary studies to have a bigger picture of the conservation status of ANP.
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Photo 2: lllegal logging of rose wood in Ankarafantsika National Park.
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Research Background

Environment is so complex in its nature constituting living and non-living things and the
interrelationships between and among these entities, which are interwoven individually and
collectively to make available the natural provisions to life on earth [Barry 1999; Nwankwoala
2015]. However, any alteration or disturbance on the usual process of the natural environment and
its inseparable whole system greatly affects its potential to support life, and such alteration on the
natural environment is delineated as environmental change. Even though, there is a propensity
among scholars to relate environmental change to human activities chiefly Campbell et al. [2017]
and, Reckemmer and Falkenhayn [2009], a significant number of others including Bodley [2002],
Amechi [2009], and Yared [2009] among others, argue that environmental change is a function of
human, natural and, socio- economic and political factors. Consequently, what we make out from the
above viewpoints is that all factors namely, ‘human activities’ (e.g., clearing forest for agriculture and
grazing land), ‘natural factors’ (e.g., drought and flooding) and ‘socioeconomic and political factors’
(e.g., poverty and lack of good governance) trigger environmental change in the African context. So
here, for the purpose of this study ‘factors of environmental change’ can be defined as any action or
process (related either to human or natural or socioeconomic and political factors or all of these).

Although the depth and extent of environmental change varies across nations, it has been costing
citizens’ in different aspects of life in Ethiopia. In this regard, the richness of the natural environment
in Gidicho Island and its environs® at the west coast of Lake Abaya® has been fading out and life in
the region has been getting tougher and more demanding.

Research Purpose

This study attempts to identify factors that trigger environmental change in Gidicho Island and
1 The largest island in Lake Abaya which is estimated to have 4km width and 8km long [Brenzinger
1999].
2 Settlements of the Bayso at the west coast of Lake Abaya including Qorga, Shingigo, Mulato, Yayige
and Alge
3 Lake Abaya is found in the Southern Nations Nationalities and Peoples Region in Ethiopia, it was
named Lake Margherita by the Italian explorer Vittorio Bottego, the first European to visit the lake, to
honor the wife of king Umberto | of Italy, Queen Margherita. This name appears in older publications, and
currently is rarely used. Lake Abaya is 60 kilometers long and 20 kilometers wide with a surface area of
1160 square kilometers. It has a maximum depth of 13 meters and is at an elevation of 1268 meters and
this makes it the largest rift valley lake. Available at www.rippleethiopia.org (Retrieved 15/04/12)
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its environs, in Southern Ethiopia.

Results/Achievements

The study reveals that the major factor which is responsible for the current environmental change
in the study area is ‘human activity’. The Bayso and the surrounding communities® of Lake Abaya
have been cutting trees and cleared bushes for agriculture and grazing land, construction of houses, to
collect firewood and make charcoal for personal use and for market. Similarly, ‘drought’ as a natural
incident affected the natural environment directly and indirectly by maximizing the dependence of
the Bayso on natural resources. It induced depletion of natural resources in the region, thereby forcing
the Bayso to flee their home island. Equally, ‘poverty’ forced the Bayso to be dependent on natural
resources and this dependence exacerbated the exploitation of the natural environment. In addition,
lack of good governance in implementing investment policy provoked the exploitation of the buffer
zone between the lake and the adjacent land.

In conclusion, as a result of the factors stated above the richness of the natural environment in
Gidicho Island and its environs at the west coast of Lake Abaya has been degraded tremendously.
This implies that unless some remedial actions are taken to restore the natural resources of the region,
survival of the Bayso will be at stake. Thus, the only way out from such a deadly situation is to
mobilize, coordinate and support the community in environmental rehabilitation activities and in the
struggle against poverty, ensure good governance, set strategies to practice genuine environmental
impact assessment of investment projects and follow up the implementation of such projects.

Plans for Further Research
1. The role of indigenous institution in conservation of natural resources among the Bayso

2. Cost -benefit analysis of wetland agriculture at the west coast of Lake Abaya
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Research Background

The Barotse Floodplain stretches from Lukulu upstream to Senanga downstream. The Zambezi
River is the main river in the catchment with the Kabompo, Luanginga and Lungwebungo as its main
tributaries (Figure 1). Therefore, surface water is dominant in the area and it has shaped the livelihood
of the local people. The livelihood activities in this area are mainly small-scale farming and fishing.
Groundwater is usually connected to surface water in such landscapes. Therefore, the influence of one
affects the other. It is critical to understand the relationship between groundwater and surface water
for effective management and sustainability of this ecosystem. This study seeks to evaluate river
groundwater interactions by applying remote sensing for identification of perennial green vegetation
‘green islands’. River discharge measurement was utilized to extract base flow and stable isotopes of

water were used to identify the water source and describe how river water interacts with groundwater.

Figure 1: Soil Adjusted Vegetation Index (SAVI) and the Zambezi River with its tributaries

Research Purpose

The Barotse floodplain was designated as a Ramser site in 2007 because of its great
biodiversity but measures are still being put in place to protect this site. Currently development and
other anthropogenic activities taking place in the catchment may alter the hydrological dynamics
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consequently, affecting the biodiversity in the Floodplain. Previous studies have focused on water
quality and inundation thus the interface between groundwater and surface water is still poorly

understood on the Barotse floodplain.

Results/Achievements

Remote sensing was applied to identify areas of groundwater diffuse to the Floodplain.
Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) and Soil Adjusted Vegetation Index (SAVI) using
sentinel-2 images in google earth engine were used to identify these ‘green islands’. Sentinel-2
was used because of its 10m spatial resolution. Modis was used to extract the time series from the

identified locations because of its 2 days revisit time.

NDVI time series

3-Sep-15 15-Jan-17 30-May-18 12-Oct-19
Date

Figure 2: Normalized Difference Vegetation Index time series

Figure 3: Base flow separation from river discharge in R software
(River discharge in black and base flow in red )

Time series data from October 2015 to September 2020 on the selected areas was extracted
(Figure 2). The results show a sinuous trend in the vegetation index. Even in the dry season the
wetland vegetation was still healthy. Groundwater may have been contributing to vegetative health.

—132—



Therefore, local water management authorities were contacted to request for any groundwater

data around the catchment area. Due to lack of groundwater monitoring points. River discharge

measurements were used to estimate groundwater contribution to the catchment (Figure 3).

6 2H (% VSMOW)

-20.00

Table 1: Statistical results for base flow separation in R

software

Base flow quick flow

Min. 199.7 | Min. 0
1st Qu.: 231.6 | 1st Qu.: 66.97
Median : 291.3 | Median: 326.39
Mean 378.2 | Mean 615.06
3rd Qu.: 488.9 | 3rd Qu.: 873.4
Max. 1016.5 | Max. : 2456.76

150.0
20.00

100.0

-150.0
6 180 (%0 VSMOW)

Figure 4. Stable isotopes plotted on the local meteoric water line (LMWL)

Surface Water
Zambezi River
Groundwater
Rain water

Ndola(LMWL)

From the results in Table 1, base flow contribution to the river flow was calculated to be 38%.

In order to understand the relationship between groundwater and surface water, water samples

were collected from various groundwater and surface water features. The results are shown in Figure 4.

The results show that groundwater is depleted in hydrogen-2 and oxygen-18 isotopes. Surface

water pools are enriched in these isotopes and plot below the LMWL, this deviation is caused by

evaporation. Groundwater had a similar composition with rainwater indicating recharge was from

rainwater. Groundwater was not enriched indicating groundwater feeds into the river system.

Statistical correlation shows that there is an inverse relationship between satellite derived

vegetation index and the base flow at a 95% confidence interval (Table 2).
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Table 2: Spearmann correlation in R software for base flow
and NDVI

Base flow index
NDVI -0.791 | Correlation coefficient
0.0000002 | P value

1413 | Sample size

Plans for Further Research

I would like to build on my current study and understand more on the spatial and temporal
dynamics of the floodplain. I would further want to determine if there is a relationship between
hydrological and hydro chemical dynamics in the Floodplain.
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International Migration of New Middle Class in Thailand: A Case Study of
Technical Intern Trainees in Japan

Jessadakorn Kalapong
ASAFAS, Kyoto University

Keywords: Thai migrant worker, technical intern trainee, transnationalism, social class

Research Background

Previous studies on Thai migrant workers, particularly between the 1970s and the 1990s,
showed that most of the workers were poor peasants who migrated from the rural areas of Thailand.
The rural areas were considered as the original migratory routes of Thai peasants to labor markets
either in urban regions or abroad. However, recent studies on rural Thailand provide important
insights into understanding structural changes in the country. Socio-economic development in rural
areas during these three decades led to social mobility in the rural society. Apichat Satitniramai, Yukti
Mukdawijitra, and Niti Pawakapan [2013] characterized the rural Thai population as the emerging or

lower middle-class.

Research Purpose

In this backdrop, this study highlights the changes in the socio-economic status of Thai migrant
workers through a case study of Thai technical intern trainees in Japan, by employing three indicators
—occupation, income, and educational attainment — before their arrival in Japan.

Results/Achievements

The findings of this study are based on interviews with Thai technical intern trainees living
in different prefectures in Japan from July to December 2020. It was found that in terms of their
occupation, most of the applicants worked as office and factory workers, service staff in food and
beverage shops, and electricians. Those who were employed before arriving in Japan earned an
income of more than 5,000 baht. The lowest income earned by these people was around 8,000-9,000
baht per month, while the highest income ranged between 25,000 and 30,000 baht per month.
Moreover, most of the applicants had completed their tertiary education, holding either a bachelor’s
degree or a high vocational certificate. Their occupation, income, and educational attainment aligned
with the new middle-class stratification.

This study highlights the significance of considering the social class of migrant workers
transnationally. Working as unskilled labor with low wages in Japan, their social class is stratified
to the lower class in the Japanese social hierarchy. However, considering their transnational
socioeconomic status, their position in Thailand was different. Having a new middle-class background
implies that their aspirations, expectations, and resources for migration are different from those of the

peasants in previous studies on international migration of Thai workers.
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Plans for further research

My future research will address related questions, such as “why do they want to migrate even
after knowing that they will be transformed into laborers in the country of destination?” and “what is
the process through which they transform to the lower class in Japan?” etc.

References

Satitniramai, A., Mukdawijitra, Y., & Pawakapan, N. 2013. Thopthuan phumithat kanmueang thai
[Re-examining the Political Landscape of Thailand]. Chiangmai: Log in Design Work.

—136—



Hokkaido 265 Shiga 93

Avomori 9 Kyoto 164

Twate 36 Osaka a5z

Miyagi 69 Hyogo 245

Akita 3 Nam 49

Yamagata 71 Wakayama 63

Filin i Fukushima 117 Totton 26

o Ibaraki 695  Shimane 58

e M Tochigi 179 Okayama 172

Gurmma 370 Hiroshima 602

Saltama 563 Yamaguchi 92

Chiba 793 Tokushima 44

Tokyao 155 Kagawa 46

Agriculmre > mﬂlﬂ s Emm oo

Miigata 73 Kochi g

Toyvama 59 Fukunka 163

Ishikawa 108 Saga 34

Fukui 18 Nagasaki 2

Yamanashi 21  Kumamoto 172

Magano 212 Oia 5

Gifu 460 Miyarak 2

Shizuoka 515 Kagoshima 13

Total: 9 Machinery = Cther = Ai_:hi 1,255 Okinawa a6
ol e Food Mie GO

Figure 1: The number of Thai technical intern trainees in Japan in FY 2019 (by prefecture)
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Figure 2 The number of Thai technical intern trainees in Japan in FY 2019 (by sector)
(created by the author based on the number of technical intern training plans accredited by the
Organization for Technical Intern Training (OTIT), 2020)
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Research Background

The year 2020 witnessed a phenomenal development in the Thai democratic movement. The
movement’s characters are in many ways similar to the participants in the 2019-2020 Hong Kong
protests such as being technologically-mediated, agile, and spontaneous. The Thai movement also
employed pop culture and theme-based protests to deliver their anti-establishment messages. Novel
protests encourage social researchers to tap new methods to determine the characteristics of the
protesters.

Research Purpose

This research seeks to identify a new social research method invented during the 2020 Thai
uprising, or a sticker poll called a guerilla survey. A sticker poll is set up on a large piece of paper
with questions, such as “Which age group do you belong to?” and allows the applicant to mention
their age and post a sticker on the choice relevant to their situation. This is called a guerilla survey due
to its informality and hit-and-run tactic, which resembles the character of a guerilla warfare. The “hit”
part concerns the poll’s ability to pop up anywhere, and the “run” relates to flexibility that the poll can

be packed up and gone to avoid the authority’s subjugation.

Results/Achievements

Sticker polls conducted during the 2020 Thai protests gathered 5,518 samples and refuted claims
of the involvement of “youth mob,” as the demographics showed that the largest age group was 20—
30. Despite limitations such as a lack of randomness and limited questions, the sticker poll managed
to draw unprecedented public interest and social media attention toward social research.

Plans for further research

Learning from the 2019-2020 Hong Kong protest research, the results of the sticker poll should
be combined with traditional methods to compensate for its lack of randomness as well as errors.
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Photo 1: The first sticker poll asking, “Which generation do you belong to?” on October 29, 2020,
at Silom Road, Bangkok.

—

Photo 2: The second sticker poll asking, “Which generation do you belong to?” on November 8,
2020, at Sanamluang, Bangkok.
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